
Social Justice Minutes – March 31, 2014

Present: Father James, Wanda Wochos, Pat Soell, Pat Wilson, Maria Ludwigson, Carol 
Knox, Dee Paque, Therese Regner, Nick Nicklaus, Chris Holland, Jenny Walter,  
Mary Ellen Lee, Greg Manhert

Preliminary Procedural Matters:

· Next meeting: Tuesday, May 20, 2014

· Leader for the next meeting – Father James

· Minute taker – Pat Wilson

· Thank you notes and handouts

Spiritual Component:

· Father James shared that while in Rome he will be interviewing Pope John XXXIII’s 
tailor, who is also an opera singer, and a Cardinal who knew Pope John XXXIII.  Fr. 
James is requesting parishioners to jot down questions that they might have about 
Pope John XXXIII.

Invitations to Action

· Winter Warming Center

o A new Roncalli volunteer coordinator is needed, as Pat Soell is stepping down.  
She has been volunteer coordinator since 2011. 

o Pat Soell shared that the warming Center will be moving to a new facility, 
across the street from the Habitat for Humanity Re-Store on 3rd St.

o The new facility will have showers, laundry facilities, and 25-30 recliners 
available. It will also be open longer hours and be on 3 floors.

o Discussion as to whether Newman wanted to continue to have Saturday night 
be our night volunteering at the Warming Center, concluded that Saturday 
night was the best fit for Newman.

o Discussion raised concerns about the need for more volunteers given the 
longer hours, having 3 floors that need to be monitored, larger number of 
homeless served per night than in the past, and the need for more food for the 
meal that is provided.  Other concerns were monitoring of the showers, the 
availability of bars on 3rd St., and smoking breaks being on 3rd St. 

o This year 29 Newman parishioners volunteered on Saturday night over the 
Warming Center’s season, with another 29 volunteers from other organizations 
helping Newman on Saturday night.  

o In order to meet the need for more volunteers, partnering with another parish 
was discussed.  Some other partnering possibilities were Americore and VISTA.   
Jenny Walter volunteered to contact Mary Fitzpatrick to see what parishes were 



now involved or had previously been approached to volunteer, in order to 
determine which might be available to partner with us.

      * SJ Bulletin Board for April-May

o Dee Paque volunteered to put up a bulletin board on Human Trafficking for 
April and May.

      *Share the Bounty 

o Newman is scheduled to help at the Share the Bounty tent at the Riverside 
Farmer’s Market on June 21st and at the Festival in Onalaska Farmer’s Market 
on Sunday June 22nd.

o 2 volunteers will be needed for 8-10 AM slot and 2 volunteers needed for 
10-12 PM slot on both June 21st and June 22nd.

o More information about drivers to set up and take down will be shared at May 
20th meeting. 

      *Strawberry Sundae Booth SJ Fundraiser

o The Folk Festival on the last weekend of August, will be in Riverside Park rather 
than on the UW-L campus.  In the pas,t Newman SJ has raised about $900 to 
support our SJ endeavors.

o There was discussion on how we will keep the ice cream frozen and other food 
items cold at the new location (we used the refrigerator and freezer at Newman 
in the past).  

o Brainstorming included: the possibility of a different fund raiser, asking via the 
bulletin if any parishioners had access to large moveable refrigeration, and 
checking with UW-L, Schwann’s, and Qwik Trip about large moveable 
refrigeration availability and rental cost.

o Jenny Walter volunteered to contact John McHugh at Qwik Trip.

       *La Crosse Jail  Ministry

o Dee Paque shared that we received from those working at the jail, a thank you 
for our involvement.

o Dee reminded us that more volunteers are needed.  

o If interested in volunteering either Tuesdays or Thursdays from 5:45-8 PM or 
Saturdays from 8:45-11 AM, contact Dee Paque at dpaque2010@live.com 

   *Social Justice Involvement fair

o Committee agreed that we should do it again this fall. 

o It was decided to do it on Oct. 4-5th.  That will be a PFS Sunday.

       * Brainstorming on how to get the current SJ members more involved 
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o Nick suggested that those at the meeting each call 4 members on our SJ list 
and ask them their SJ involvement choice and level, and jot down each 
member’s response. 

o Using a Survey Monkey with a listing of the SJ Tasks and what involved in each 
was also suggested.

o Therese will attach to the May 20th meeting agenda, an involvement 
questionnaire/script used in the past, and the current list of SJ committee 
members.

o It was suggested we change our committee name from Social Justice to Social 
Concerns and Charity.  The new name will be an agenda item for the May 20th 
meeting.

o Setting a goal of being involved in 2 SJ activities per year, as part of SJ 
Membership.

o Bulletin blurbs about SJ opportunities and action at Newman

o Have a Newman SJ information table at the SJ Involvement Fair on Oct. 4-5th 

!
Submitted by: Therese Regner


