How to make the Bible Your Best Friend for Lent
Msgr. Mark Pierce (March 8, 2019)
(1) Despite what you think or may have been told, Catholicism is a biblical (even an evangelical) faith.

(2) The slogan sola scriptura isn’t found in the Bible.

(3) The Bible isn’t a book; it’s a library.

    --see Joe Paprocki, God’s Library (Loyola Press, 2005)

(4) Not only that, the Bible is a time capsule.  The essential first question to ask is, “What did the author intend?”  Only after you’ve answered it can you go on to the second question: “What does it mean to me?”
(5) It’s natural to be born a fundamentalist (think, Santa, Easter Bunny), but no one I know, once introduced to a faithful respectful contextual reading of the Bible, gives it up for a literalist approach.

(6) For Roman Catholics there is no necessary conflict between science and religion (period).

--see John Paul II, “Truth Cannot Contradict Truth” (An 

Address to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences) [October 22, 1996]

--CCC #101, 106-107, 109-110; 337, 390, 396

(7) The proper answer to the question, “Where did you (Catholics) get off adding those books to the Bible?”, is the gentle counter-question, “Where did you (Protestants) get off removing them?”
(8) There is nothing in the Gospel of Judas, the Dead Sea Scrolls, or the Gnostic Gospels that changes our picture of the Jesus of history (though they can give a glimpse into the “all in the family” battles for the legacy of Jesus among 2nd and 3rd century Christians).
(9) Perhaps the worst place to start in reading the Bible is at the beginning.  Instead, try:

Exodus 1-20 - The dramatic narrative of God leading the Hebrew slaves to freedom and relationship: the heart of the Jewish story.

The Second Book of Samuel - An alternately sober and spicy chronicle of court life during David’s reign.

The Book of Tobit - A lovely romantic tale written to encourage the reader to trust in God’s care.

The Book of Amos - A fiery denunciation of the injustice of Israel eight centuries before Jesus.

The Book of Jonah - A delightful fable poking fun at religious prejudices and celebrating God’s mercy.

The Gospel of Mark - The shortest of the gospels, written to a group of Christians who presumed the Christian life was going to be a “bowl of cherries” and have found it to be otherwise.

The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
The  apostle alternately encourages and scolds a 

church with lots of familiar problems—sexuality, 

in-group squabbles, and concerns about death.

The First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
His first letter (likely the oldest NT writing) 
encouraging a young congregation in the face 
opposition.

The Letter of James
Approachable advice for living
the Christian life.
(10) A thematic concordance helps in finding texts for inspiration (cf. Thelma Hall, Too Deep for Words, or David Rosage, Speak Lord, Your Servant Is Listening).    Highlight passages that move you; write their citations inside your Bible’s front cover for reference.

(11) Even if you are new to this Bible thing, you can use the Scriptures for prayer right now using an ancient process called lectio divina.

READ—read (out loud if possible) the text until a word or phrase moves you or draws your attention.

REPEAT—repeat the word or phrase, wringing all the meaning and emotion from them until your heart overflows and you feel moved to address God.

RESPOND—speak to God, expressing how these words move you, puzzle you, or make you aware of your need.

REST—rest quietly, allowing God to speak a confirming word in silence.

Then pick up the text and repeat the process.

(12) Another method to open yourself to the Bible is to prayerfully read the texts assigned for daily Mass:

http://www.usccb.org/bible/index.cfm
Remember: The Bible is about God: it aims to provoke an encounter between God and us.  But the Bible is also about us: the last line of every Bible story is “to be continued.”
